
     
      MEMORANDUM 

 
 

To: OSF System Laboratory Ordering Providers 
 

From: OSF Healthcare Saint Francis Medical Center System Laboratory 
 

Subject: Neisseria gonorrhea & Chlamydia trachomatis Nucleic Acid amplification tests – 

confirmation of positive tests in patients < 12 years old 

Date: August 21, 2017 

 

Chlamydia & GC DNA by PCR- 

In recognition of the substantial social implications associated with the diagnosis of sexually transmitted 

disease (STDs) in children, all positive Chlamydia trachomatis and Neisseria gonorrhoeae PCR tests in 

the OSF System Lab will be forwarded to Mayo Clinic Labs for confirmatory nucleic acid amplification 

testing (NAAT). This test code has been modified in EPIC and Atlas to choose the performable test 

corresponding to the age of the patient.  

  

For Atlas Users: 
When placing an order for Chlamydia & GC DNA Probe [LAB826], Atlas will determine 

which test to order based on the age of the patient. The test results will be reported back as one 

of the two lab codes below:  

 Less than 12 years of age: LAB6004  CHLAMYDIA & GC DNA PROBE <12.  

 Greater than 12 years of age: LAB6005  CHLAMYDIA & GC DNA PROBE >12. 

The ordering code will remain the same, however the resulting codes will change to reflect the 

specific lab code provided. 

 

For EPIC users and paper requisition submitters: 
When placing an order for Chlamydia & GC DNA Probe [LAB826], EPIC will determine 

which test to order based on the age of the patient. 

 LAB826 CHAMYDIA & GC DNA PROBE 

 

To ensure there are no delays in processing and shipping positive samples for reflex confirmatory 

testing, original urine samples must be received in the OSF System Lab for appropriate processing 

within 24 hours of collection.  

 

Sample collection: 

 

Urine collection:  Prior to sampling, the patient should not have urinated for at least one hour. The 

patient should collect first-catch urine (about 10 to 50 mL of the initial urine stream) into a urine cup. 

The original urine sample may be stored at 2-8 degrees C for up to 24 hours.  

 



 

 

Sample preparation: 

 

Obtain a Cobas® PCR Urine Sample Kit. After removing the cap, transfer urine into the tube. The 

correct volume of urine has been added when the fluid level is between the two black lines on the tube 

label (see Figure 1 below). 

  

 

 

 

   Figure 1.   Cobas® PCR Urine Collection Tube. 

 

Recap the tube. Invert 5 times to mix. After the urine is placed in the transport tube, it is stable at 2-30 

degrees C for up to 12 months. NOTE:  An additional 3 mL of neat urine in a urine cup must 

accompany the Cobas® PCR Urine Sample if any additional confirmatory testing is required. 

 

    

Sample submission: 

 

Two urine samples must be submitted for children less than age 12, because positive Chlamydia 

trachomatis and/or Neisseria gonorrhoeae results in children must be confirmed with a 2nd NAAT.   

1. Submit a portion of the urine sample in the Cobas® PCR Urine Sample test tube  

 (see Figure 1 above) 

2. A minimum of 3 mL of the original urine sample MUST ALSO be submitted for potential 

confirmatory testing on positive results.  

 

The turnaround time on results of confirmatory testing at Mayo Labs will be longer for positive samples, 

due to the need for confirmatory NAAT in Mayo Labs, but all results should be finalized and reported 

within one week of specimen receipt by Mayo Labs. 

 
 

Any questions or concerns may be addressed to: 
 

John Farrell, MD   –  Medical Director of Clinical Microbiology & Serology Labs 

   OSF HealthCare Saint Francis Medical Center System Laboratory 

(309) 624-9127 
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