
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

To: OSF System Laboratory Ordering Providers 
 

From: Jan N. Upalakalin, M.D. – Laboratory Medical Director 
 

Subject: Antifungal susceptibility testing 

Date: July 19, 2018 
 

Currently, antifungal susceptibility testing is only performed by physician request, and the testing is 

NOT performed in the OSF System Lab. Upon physician request, selected yeast isolates are incubated 

on transport slants and shipped to Mayo Labs for antifungal susceptibility testing.  Effective July 24, 

2018, the OSF System Lab will offer routine in-house fluconazole and micafungin antimicrobial 

susceptibility testing on all species of Candida 7 days a week.  In addition, susceptibility testing will be 

automatically performed and the results posted in EPIC for all Candida recovered from BACTEC 

MYCO/F Lytic blood culture bottles (Becton Dickinson Diagnostic Instrument Systems, Sparks, Md.), 

BACTEC Plus Aerobic/F bottles, BACTEC Anaerobic Lytic/10 bottles, and BACTEC Peds Plus/F 

(Peds Plus) bottle (BD Diagnostics, Sparks, MD). 

 

The turnaround time of antifungal susceptibility results for C. albicans and all other Candida species 

will improve dramatically with the initiation of OSF System Lab antifungal susceptibility testing (this 

test is currently sent to Mayo Medical Laboratories).  Transition of Candida antifungal susceptibility 

testing from a “send-out” test to “in-house” testing has the added advantage of significant cost saving for 

patients, and the OSF Pharmacy. Patients that would otherwise require empiric treatment with 

intravenous micafungin for Candida blood stream infections while the results of antifungal susceptibility 

testing are pending (actual pharmacy cost for micafungin = $100.00 / 100 mg dose) can now receive 

appropriate treatment guided by antifungal susceptibility test results.  

 

Test ordering & processing: 

This move by the OSF System lab move to improve patient care and outcomes will NOT require any 

changes in provider practices.  Antifungal susceptibility testing will be performed immediately upon 

recognition of Candida in blood culture, and by provider request for yeast recovered from all other sites. 
 

 

Any questions or concerns may be addressed to: 
 

 

John Farrell, MD   –  Medical Director 

Clinical Microbiology & Serology 

   OSF System Laboratory 

(309) 624-9127 


