
INNOVATION FOR HEALTH PARTNERSHIP

The Innovation for Health Partnership (IFH) is designed to create a robust, collaborative research 
community among employees at two of Peoria’s largest and most impactful nonprofit institutions: 
Bradley University and OSF HealthCare. It will connect faculty scholars from Bradley’s five 
colleges with clinical researchers and health care providers from OSF to address health care 
challenges within and beyond Greater Peoria through innovative, interdisciplinary solutions.

•   This partnership, which is an outgrowth of the broader Bradley 
University-OSF HealthCare Strategic Alliance, aims to generate 
meaningful, applicable knowledge that can be translated from 
scholarly discoveries, studies and insights into practice.

•   Significantly, Bradley University and OSF HealthCare will 
work together to advance local and regional community health 
outcomes. Research areas will include the social determinants 
of health, rural health and dimensions of cancer treatment 
and prevention.

•   For OSF HealthCare, the partnership will support the needs 
of researchers, medical educators, clinicians and most 
importantly, patients. It holds the potential to impact medical 
education and simulation, prevention, treatment, the quality 
of patient care and the reduction of health care costs.

•   While this relationship will leverage Bradley’s expertise in the 
health and natural sciences, it will also create opportunities 
for faculty in business, engineering, education, computer 
science, interactive media, communications, the humanities, 
the social sciences and other areas to contribute to solutions-
based research.

•   Given Bradley’s strong commitment to experiential learning, 
the partnership will also allow faculty to engage their talented 
students in impactful applied research. Conceivably, students 
may be engaged in interdisciplinary projects that encompass 
fields and disciplines as diverse as nursing, data security, game 
design and development, health literacy, psychology, social 
work and biomedical engineering.

•   Not only will the hands-on learning opportunities associated 
with this solutions-based research attract students to Bradley 
University, but they will also cause some students to want to 
remain in Greater Peoria and Central Illinois to serve as health 
care professionals at OSF HealthCare. The visibility of the 
research will also aid in the recruitment of Bradley faculty and 
OSF HealthCare Mission Partners.

•   This research initiative is strongly aligned with key 
components of Bradley’s strategic plan, including boundary-
breaking innovations (Imperative 4), interdisciplinary studies 
(Strategic Action Item 2), and community partnerships and 
experiential learning (Strategic Action Item 8).

•   The Innovation for Health Partnership is built upon 
successful models that OSF HealthCare has developed 
with the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign and the 
University of Illinois Chicago and maintains to this day.

•   Significantly, Bradley University will be the first private 
university to enter into a formalized research partnership 
with OSF HealthCare. This development seems appropriate 
given Bradley and OSF are anchor institutions in the Peoria 
community with a shared history. Lydia Moss Bradley was 
instrumental to the founding of both organizations.

•   This collaborative work may generate intellectual property 
that the two institutions can share as well as new 
opportunities that align with the goals of Peoria BioMade, 
Distillery Labs, Peoria Next and other entities advancing 
discovery, innovation, entrepreneurship and economic 
growth in the region.

The financial support of generous donors will be critically 
important to the success of this initiative. Bradley University 
will need funds to award competitive grants to faculty 
researchers. OSF HealthCare will need funds to provide 
matching awards. This financial foundation and collaborative 
research that follows will strengthen both institutions’ 
capacity to secure external grants and other forms of support 
over time to advance the Innovation for Health Partnership.

i     The University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign partnership is 
the Jump Applied Research for Community Health through 
Engineering and Simulation program, or Jump ARCHES.

ii   The University of Illinois Chicago partnership is the Community 
Health Advocacy (CHA) program.


