
May 

2018 

Questions about your bill? 

     Please contact our Patient Accounts 

and Access   Center billing department at 

(309) 683-6750.  The PAAC billing 

agents will be happy to assist you with 

your inquiry.   

Clinical Reps: 

Sabrina Mullins     (309) 624-9144 

Raechel Pfahl         (309) 624-9100 

Supervisor of Sales and Marketing: 

Gregg Simpson      (309) 624-3927 

Outreach Manager: 

Michael Cohlman   (309) 624-9042 

New tests or test changes 

Effective 4/12, the following test changes were made: 

CTSA, Ceramide Trihexosides and Sulfatides, Urine, Mayo 

CTSA (LAB4889) was turned on. 

SMNCS, Spinal Muscular Atrophy Carrier Screening by Del/

Dup Analysis, Mayo SMNCS (LAB4883) was turned on and 

Mayo FSMAC was turned off. 

FIBRO, FibroTest-ActiTest, Serum, Mayo FIBRO 

(LAB4892) was turned on and Mayo FLFFT was turned off. 

On April 16th, the following new tests were turned on: 

CROMU, Chromium for Occupational Monitoring, Urine, 

Mayo CROMU (LAB4903) 

FC4A, C4ades Arg Level, Mayo FC4A (LAB4906) 

HIVP, HIV-1 DNA and RNA Qualitative Detection by PCR, 

Plasma, Mayo HIVP (LAB4908) 

EBVQU, Epstein-Barr Virus DNA Detection and Quantifi-

cation, Plasma, Mayo EBVQU (LAB4886) 

ENC1, Encephalopathy, Autoimmune Evaluation, Spinal 

Fluid, Mayo ENC1 (LAB4885) 

On April 24th, the following new tests were turned on: 

EHRL, Ehrlichia/Anaplasma, Molecular Detection, PCR, 

Blood, Mayo EHRL (LAB4904) 

EZNT8, Zinc Transporter 8 (Zn T8) Antibody, Serum, Mayo 

EZNT8 (LAB4911) 

On May 2nd, OSF turned on the following new tests: 

COXIS, Coccidioides Antibody with Reflex, Serum , Mayo 

COXIS (LAB4887) 

RSCOC, Reflex, Coccidioides Antibody, Complement Fixa-

tion and Immunodiffusion, Serum, Mayo RSCOC (LAB4884) 

New QuantiFERON-TB PLUS 

     Qiagen is replacing the current three tube test with a new four 
tube version known as the QuantiFERON-TB ™ PLUS®.  Effective 
June 1, 2018, the OSF System Laboratory will begin offering the four 
tube version of the QuantiFERON-TB Gold Plus (aka, QFT-Plus). 

     IGRA tests have the advantage of not requiring a return visit for 
test interpretation, and are endorsed by CDC for patients with a his-
tory of BCG vaccination.  

     The current QuantiFERON-TB Gold test of Mycobacterium tubercu-
losis infection uses three tubes to determine a patient’s prior exposure 
to M. tuberculosis antigens: 

1)  A tube containing TB-specific antigens 

2)  A tube containing an environmental mitogen control antigen 

3)  A negative control tube with no antigen 

     In addition to the two control tubes, the new QFT-Plus includes 
two tubes that test for prior exposure to M. tuberculosis antigens: 

1)  A TB1 tube to detect CD4+ helper T-cell mediated response 

2)  A TB2 tube to detect BOTH CD4+ and CD8+ T-cell re-
sponses 

     The new laboratory test code is QFTP (LAB4907) Although there 

is no change to sample collection, we would like to remind phleboto-

mists to shake the tubes vigorously ten times after collection in order 

to avoid indeterminate results. Because all four tubes must be filled to 

the black line with patient blood and submitted immediately after 

collection to the laboratory for appropriate incubation and pro-

cessing, the OSF System Lab continues to recommend that only col-

lection staff who are trained in collection of the QFT-Plus perform 

specimen collection  (incorrect collection can lead to aberrant results). 

Hepatitis B Core Total Antibody Testing Moving In-House 

     Effective May 15th, 2018, OSF System Laboratory began offering Hepatitis B Core 

Total Antibody in-house.   

     Initially, antibodies to hepatitis B consist almost entirely of the IgM class, followed by 

the appearance of IgG class.  Currently, there is no commercial diagnostic assay for Core 

IgG antibody.  Hepatitis B Core Total is for the qualitative detection of both IgG and 

IgM antibodies to hepatitis B core antigen.  Core total is used to determine the total anti-

body presence and will not differentiate between the two classes.  The total core anti-

body test is intended to aid in the diagnosis of acute, chronic, or resolved hepatitis B 

virus infection in conjunction with other laboratory results and clinical information. 

     Method evaluations were conducted comparing Mayo Medical Laboratory’s Vitros 

method to our Abbott Architect.  The studies showed that the two methods compared 

very well.  Testing will be performed daily with a 24 hour turn-around-time.  Order   

HBCT (LAB4784) for the Core Total Antibody testing. 



Keep in mind…  

“When the power of love overcomes the love of power, the world will know peace.”  — Jimi Hendrix 

BD issues a Medical Device Product Correction Notice 

     BD has issued a Medical Device Correction for Light Blue Top 

citrated plastic blood tubes.  Approximately 3.4% of the tubes will 

exhibit over fill draw volumes from ~11-14%.  The most common 

use of these tubes is in the evaluation of all aspects of the coagula-

tion cascade.  It is also used prior to surgery to assess the risk of 

bleeding and clotting, and to establish and monitor anticoagulation 

therapy. 

     As per BDs Instructions for Use (IFU), the overfilling or under 

filling of tubes will result in an incorrect blood-to-additive ratio and 

can lead to incorrect analytic results or poor product performance.   

     YOU NEED TO TAKE THE FOLLOWING ACTIONS: 

Advise all relevant staff to inspect tubes prior to testing to assure an 

acceptable fill volume has been achieved.  BD recommends that you 

recollect the sample and/or follow your laboratory protocols if the 

draw volume exceeds 10% over the nominal volume. 

Products effected are: 

Tube CIT PLH 13x75 2.7 PLBL L/BL .109  Cat# 363083 

Tube CIT 13x75 2.7 SLBLCE .109  Cat#364305 

Tube CIT PLH 13x75 2.7 PLBL L/BL .109 BC  Cat# 366560 

ABN (Advanced Beneficiary Notice) available from CMS 

     Please ensure you are utilizing the newest version of the Advanced 

Beneficiary Notice (ABN).  Older versions of the ABN ARE NOT 

VALID and cause billing issues. The newest version is available for 

download on the OSF System Laboratory website Click here.  The effec-

tive date of the new form is June 21st, 2017 and must be utilized to be 

valid.  

     We have continued to receive different versions of ABN forms, spe-

cifically from OSF Medical Group locations.  Contact one of our clinical 

representatives if you have questions on the ABN. 

     Remember, it is the responsibility of the provider to make sure an 

ABN is processed, including the cost, and signed when the diagnosis 

does not meet medical necessity or if the test falls under National Cover-

age Determinations (NCD) or Local Coverage Determinations (LCD) 

for frequency.  Medicare reimbursements are limited to items and ser-

vices that are considered “reasonable and necessary” for the diagnosis or 

treatment of an illness or injury (and fall within the scope of a Medicare 

benefit category).  This is true even if the patient insists on having the 

test run.  You MUST issue an ABN when there is any possibility to ex-

pect that Medicare may deny payment if the test is not deemed reasona-

ble and necessary under Medicare Program standards and the ABN 

MUST include the cost of the test or procedure to be valid. 

Did you know? 

1.  The only part of the human body that has no 

blood supply is the cornea of the eye.  It receives 

oxygen directly from the air. 

2.  Right-handed people live, on average, nine years 

longer than left-handed people and only 7% of peo-

ple are left-handed. 

3.  The average person forgets 90% of their dreams. 

4.  Women’s hearts beat faster than men’s. 

5.  When you blush, your stomach also turns red. 

6.  A feeling of thirst occurs when water loss is equal 

to 1% of your body weight.  The loss of more than 

5% can cause fainting, and more than 10% causes 

death from dehydration. 

7.  The fragrance of apples and bananas can help a 

person lose weight. 

8.  You can lose 150 calories per hour by banging 

your head against the wall. 

9.  Right-handed people chew most of their food on 

the right side of their mouth, whereas left-handed 

people do so on the left side. 

10.  Fingernails grow about four times faster than 

toenails. 

11.  The surface area of human lungs is approximate-

ly equal to the size of a tennis court. 

12.  The rate a person’s hair grows doubles during an 

airplane flight. 

13.  The average 4-year-old child asks 450 questions 

a day. 

14.  700,000 cells in your body died and were re-

placed by new ones while you were reading this sec-

tion.  

https://www.osfhealthcare.org/lab/outreach/forms/

